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COMPULSC

.'Horo hns been so much wrllton nnd
Bald nbout coinpitlsory educatlon, thnl
I ilioilght I would wrlte a few llliea 011

tbe sub.l'i.'t. nud glve my htiinblo oplnloii
of lt. I lli'hik II would bc u Koml Idea
to try lt fot' n whlle ut leust. II culi-
liol du nny biiltii und mny dn tl Krent doill
of good. I liiiuw persuiially nf a gpotl
miiiiy chlldren lllill dn not go ln sehnol.
nnd some uf llieni luivo never hl.en u

day ln thelr llvrs, Aml why'/ Just
llnoilgh nenleel iiml liidnleiiee nf llielt'
|j;irellls.
Thn eniiiity nf Prlnee Kdwnrd Is be¬

lng flopded wllh Iho llllterato uf I'lttsyl-
viinlil eninily; they criu nellher rend or

wrlte, and they ure rnlslng llielr chll¬
dren up ln tho sum.. muiincr, lf they nro

I'nlscd at all. fnr lliny are turned loose
nnd nllowed tu grow up as a weed,
Thoy eurse, sweur, dilnk. smoko aiul
elicw; Now how nro wo tu nvold thls
o'vll'? I Ihlnk if wc compcllcd thesn
clillilren to go to school, thelr coniliiK lll
contuct' wlth moro reflncd chlldren nnd
wlth good liiriuences of lenolior and chll¬
dren will help n grout mnny of them.
Of noursc It wllljnke tlme lo do thls,
biit tho "world wusn't made lu a dny."

I ulso know of a good many e.liicaled
parents who nre curoless nbout send-
Ing thelr chlldron lo seliool reguhirly.
They clo not »"<in\ to think that chlld'a
Wholo futuro llfe, in a useful nnd fnisl-

Live Schooi
Wo rejolce to seo Virginia, awaking

from her long sleop nnd put.tlng on new

Blrength to porfoct our rrce school sys¬
tem. The activity dlsplayod in varlous
ijiiiirtcra ls cncournglng. It is cvlflonco
lhat we nre not only thlnkliig but act-

Ing. Somo very Important phases of
tlie great nlicsllun of l>etter sohools havo
been prcscntod in thla new department
of tbe Tlmcs-Dlspnt.h. We eannut ro-

frnlii from .ommentlng brlefly on a

few toplcs that Becm of prlmo impor-
tance.
Superlnt.ndent Joyner's artlcle; In a

recent l^sue, dlsciisslng the lext-book
rjiicatfoh. sets fortli tbe one eomuum
snnse plan of procedure ln choosllig
schooi-books. Wo henrtlly endprso nll
he sald on tlils subject. It ls tho pro¬
per ibliiK.lhe ouly wlse thlng.to do to

dotermlno just what books are most
Hultablo for the schools nf the Stato,
vl/..l have no books ndopted tlll they
shall have heen flrst tetsed by com-

petent teachora in the schoul-room. Ar-
rnngemenls ean easlly be mnde for tesl-
Ing the merlta of the most populnr toxls.
by having whole clnssofl iibo- this or that
lmok on any subject deslgnated by tho
proper authorllles for nn ontire. hoshIoh
or tenn of achool. Wo hopo tlie State
Board will not hesltato to follow Super-
iiitcndent Joyner's suggestlOns, Nothing
canuot bo unwlso thnt wlll prodifcp the
best results.
Wo also wish to emphasize what

Bupcrintcndent Bowles had to say In hls
nrtlclo on tho multlplo list of books.
Much haa been sald by pen and volce
ngalnst thn multlplo Ilat of books that
really shoots wido of the mark Iwcausc
ono serlous evll connectod wlth our

text-book system ha_ been, It secm,s, al¬
most pntlrely overlookcd. In faet. lt is
not so inucli tlie multlplo list that cn-

ta'lls a burden on tho chlld or its pa-

Noble Exam\
Madamt

Madnmo Sklodawskca Curle, tbe dls-

covcrer of rndlum, was of Pollsli descent,

nnd was born nt Warsaw iu 1SG7, Where

sho received'her early educatlon. Hlm

went to Parls In l'spi, and ontored the

Cnlversitv, where she reccived her "mas-

ter's" degree lu pbysles und mnthe-
imitk-s. ProVoaHor Pierre Curle, who
lilk',1 the chair of puyslcs ln the Uni-
Misitv, fell ln lovo with lils thlpntod
pupll aiul ln 169.'. shr married hlm. Thu

foliowlng >'oar sho passed suceossfully
tho reuulrcd examlnallon for a. profes-
sm-shlp in a ulrls' collego, and lu 1900
sho wns appointed Professor of Physlcs
tn tho Stnto Normal School for Women,
nt Sovroa.
Miidumo Curle is one of thn furemost

neientlsts of to-dny. Bhn Is tho autlior of
several works on mibjeota lu physlcs.-
Slie hns taken tho hlghest attninablc do-
crec Iu Francc, tho doctor's dogrep, und
Jiiis been awarded tho Noble prl-Q for

.llstingulslied nrlglnal work tn physlcs in
lhe dl-covpry °f rndluni.
The school llfe of thls .brllllant wo-

mnn should be an insplratlon to tlie

young women ln tho schools and col-

legos of Amo'rlcn. ln our schools for glrls
Hiern ls u deploiable laek of IntoreHt ln
lhe studv of the natural BClencos. Tho
uplift whioh Hiioti Hludy gives to brnln
nnd character Ib fnr ubpvn lhat of tlio
more showy and shndowy studles.llt-
eiature, musle and art. Only tho studont
of natural solo'nco o-sn fully uppreclato
tho words of Insplratlon: "Thn lieavens
deelaro lhe glnry of God. nnd Tho flrmu-
iiient shownth hls baiifllwork. Day ilnto
day uttoreth speech, nnd nlght unto nlgllt
shuweth fortli knowledge." Who but a

Ke'pler nr n Newton could tukn iu tho
lmmenslty of tlils kuowledgo'.'

lf thn present orttfSO for tlm showy n:ul
thu noBlect nf ihe substniitlnl shall con-

tinuo, tlie rislng gomwttloil wlll bo unflt
for tbe praetieal ilutlns of llfo; tho nat¬
ural wlll be ailbonllnntod to tho'irtiflclul,
Belf-ludulgpucn wlll rupplnnt self-donlal,
nml pciiHUio wlll usurn tho placo of duty.
Ruln to liealth, inorullty nnd reilglmi wlll
follow, nnd tho Amerlcan republlc wlll
go the way ot tlio Runinn and othor
anclent ropubllcs.
Tho Amerlcnn bomo llfo ls rnpldly

piisHlng awny, as Ibo crnze for plensure
resorlH IncrenseB. At theso resorts, and
nt thn ehntauciuns as woll, huihIc and ul't
nre glyPllS.hu rlglit "t wny, nnd aclenco
bas 1)00)1 slde-tracked.
Ara lhe mothora of our land beeom-

Ing moro Interoslcd ln tbe- seiiauoiiH

p]easuri's and dress pamde uf thelr
daughters, und lerfs eoiicf-riie,! ,-iliout thelr
Intelleetual developmoj-t nnd llio forma-
tlon nf i-oriccl luiblts of eundilct. lhat
wlll IU them for tho grnvor dullos uf llfp?
Woiihl it nut be movn ln keeplng wlth
the blglier Ideiila of college llfo fur lhe
ptnile.nls io wenr tho Oxford gowns. or

spiiio ollier inilfonn, tVtnn to vle one wllh
Bliutiior in trying ln keep fip wllh tho
tver-iliiiiiKiiiK slyles of fnslilonahif! «0-

»|etvV
1'ho sludy of tho nu'tural aekiieo. cul-

1RY
DUCATION.

iiess si.Misij, depcnds on 1ila orhor edu-
eatlon. Why ls' It so mnny of our edu-
eiiled peoplo object lo 'lomptilsiuy edu¬
catlon? They say, "Why, we send our
chlldren to school," Well, tlint Is Jllflt
the point, Tlie holiost, iiprlgbt huiii dues
not lieod nny law, Tlie Iiiwb nre mado
to punlsh-lhe dlslionesl, wlcked man, So
We need the InW to Cptilpci these cnreless
iiniMllllerntc parents 'tu sond thelr ehll-
dreii.to school. Tlllnk for n. whlle nbout
tbe fuliire' of your chlld, of your genern-
tlon, of your cpuntry, What chnncps
Iiiive a mnn or wbmnn without nn edu-,
cutlon? ln u liusluess seuse or soclally
or lu niiy ruHpccl. they nro piishcd iisld.
ln every walk of llfe, They hnvo to en.rn
thelr Ifrcud by hard inriuuiil.Inbur, nnd ln
110 other way cnn they make a livlng.
lf we educnle our chlldren we wlll feel
bottor for having duno our duty. Soclety
wlll be bot'tpr; tho world will lie bet-
tered thereby; our mitioii wlll "become
tlie most roflno'd iinO pdwerfnl on cari.ll,
and we wlll not bo usiiiinied to hold up
our hciida nnd"say wo nro nn etlucated
pooplo, thereforo we are orjtial wlth any
on tho globe. A good educatlon Is tlio
best hcritifgo we can leave our chll¬
dren: no one cnn swlndlo them ont of It,
So let us educnto our chlldren. nnd com-

pel those that do not enro to, educatc
ihelrs. Slncerely yours.

M. E. CARTEtl.
Crewo, Va.

I Questions.
rents as lt Is the useless frequency of
lhe chango of school books. What bone-
fit Is to be galncd hy n slngln list If
n change Is to be mado every four
years? Text-books ought to bo ndopted
lor at least elgbt years. A pupll should
be glven tlio opportunlty to tomplcdi a
serles of books when ho once beglils it.
I-cl text-books. be chahgod only once in
Olght or ten years nnd'lhe multlplo list
wlll lose some of its terrors. Suppose
the slnglc list bo ndopted at tbe expl-
ratlon of tbe present term of contract,
how many countles but would have
ne.-irly all thelr present books rejected,
lor with from three to flve dlfferent
serios on each subject, but one could bo
readopted, nnd nll tlie others .now in usn

would be. thrown out; und thcrn would
be a greater lamentatlon then than over.
lf the multlple list lie readopted or re-

ylsed evon; the majorlty ot the books
now in use could romaln.

lt ls wlth plensure that wc note tlio.
rnoviflnnugurnted by Dr. Kent to havfc
our school houses nnnied after the great

J mon of our Stale. Thls wlll Inspire both
our peoplo and puplls wlth more patrlot-
ism. It ls decldedly a step ln the rlght
directlon. It Is Iioped that the Board
wlll prcpnro a llat of all dlstlngulshed
Vlrglnlanp who aro to. De thus plaped on

our educailonal. roll of honor. -Thls. wlll
cnable school bonrds and peoplo to make
Iho beat solectlonB of name* and also
glve vnriety. so that nomes mny not bo
nnnecessnrily dupllcated ln tho snme

county. Query: Should the whole namo

or only the surname be used in thls new
nomenclature? -By way of suggestlon wo

wlsh to say that lt doubtless goea with¬
out saylng that every county in tho
Stnto wlll havo a "Ruffner" school. ln
honor of tho fnthor 'of our free school
aysteni. J. L.UTHER KIBLISR.

Stuart Institute, Va.

ple of
3 Curie's Life
tlvntcs tlie hablt or sober, serlous thlnk-
lng. und brjnga one Into closor relatlons
Willi God. It enables one, at' times, to
think the thoughts of tlie great Crentor.
One who Is ignornn.t of tbe rcvplatlpn ot
God in naturo la not fully proparcd to
understand tbe belBht, brcadth nnd deptb
of many of tbe subllmest phrases Jn' the
Insplred Serlpture.

It Is a sln nnd a slisuno that so fow
young ladies in our colleges tuke. lhe.
important: seiencoa.ohenilstry, physies
and physiology--ln thoir course of study.
lt Is tho oplnlon of tho wrlter that thes.i
studles sliould bo mnde compulsory, nnd
lie makes n motlon to Ihnt effect. Who
wlll second lt. "I pnuse for a roply."

G. W. DRAKE.
llolllns, Vn.

THE LIFE OF SAMUEL MILLER
WHO FOUNDED MILLER SCHOOL

Science Hall at William and Mary.

?rtuW'wM 'i0, i'< purs2:,n,n.°d fel^K'
new bulldlng, which was erected last year

iiid apparatus jnrt test rooms.
manual tralnlno, chomlstry
tamous archltect, who won

nhv'alcs It U modeled after »ne main> uunmny w, mv '.«".»" ¦*¦.¦..- -v '-

et«rnPal renown ln hla de.lon cj 8t Paur. , £ .,,. h-ld ,n . ever .Inc* ,IU

complX^Wo?^ b< .ccompanled with becomin, cercmnnie,.

The upper plcture Is the maln bulldlng
of the Mlller Mnriual Labor School, In
Albemarle. The lower one Is the Mlller
Orphan Asylum. In Lynchburg.

By Samuel Miller, Lynchburg, Va.
Samuel Miller was horn ln a log ciiblu

ln. Alboinarlc county, Vn.. ln I7R9, and
illod near Lynchburg In 1SG!>. At tlm lim<:
of hls doatli ho wns probably thc richest
mnn 'ln Virginia. leavln'g a fortuno of
moro tlinti two inilllon dollars, tho bulk
of whlch ,1m bottue'nlhed for benovolo>i
purpoBeH. Surely tho life of such a' muti

ls worth studylng.
Tho inothor nf Snmuol Mlller wus as

poor as.tho poorcst, llvlng ln a cablu of
ono room and n dtrt floor. Slio liii'd the
entire burden of throc children.two-boys
iind-a girl. Tlio boys early begaii to as¬

slst thelr niotlier. They rambled throiigh
Ihc fields nnd plckod tho cks of wool
torh from tbo sheep hy thc- brlars, nnd
tlielr. moiher spnn It and knlt soeks,
which tlie boys sold. A llttlo latei- the
boys vvorked ln a brlck. yard at twent.v-
IIve cents a day. Thoy aeriulred a llmlted
Engllsh education ln tho iioighborhood
school at Uatcsvllle,. tlielr tultioh belng
pald out of the lltornry fund of the State.
Xcver dld tlie Stato make a better lnvest
meiit tluin In sending theso poor b ,vb to
school. Tho Investment hns brought re-
turns of moro than a thousandfold.
When tbe boys wero old enough to leave
honin, they went to Lynchburg In ciuest
of eiiiployniont. They carrled wlth them
hablts of Industry aud frugallty, and prln-
clples of integrlty nnd fldolity to any trust
roposed in them. They gained the coii-
fldenco nnd good wlll nf tlielr nmploycrs,
and prospored' ln buslness.

Worked and Studied.
John died nt an early nge, and left his

accumulations to hls brother. Samuel
ontorcd tho scrvices of Mr.- Ben Porklns;
who wns thtyi tlie lendlng tobacconlst ln
the town, and soon beenme the. mnnagCr
of tho factory. After a' few years he en-
terod Into business for hiniself, and pros¬
pored froni tho very beglnnlng. Ho ncver
wasted either tlmc or money. nurlnx tbo
day ho gavo hls attentlon excluslvely to
liis business, and at night, Instead of
?ngnglng in dlssipations, ho spent hls
tlmo ln readlng and study to improvo
iils mlnd und add to hls stock of knowl-
3dgo. Ho know nelthcr Greek nor Latlri,
jut lio proaufed translatlons of tho clas-
slcsjuid made lilmself fdihiliar with thelr
contenls. He was fond of history aml
liiography, and rcad also poetry aiul such
worlcs of fictlon as the AVuvcrly novels.
Ho dld not ivglect sclen.ee, nnd becamo
remarknhly well versed in botany and
geology.
The late Mr. It. G. H. Koan vjsltod him

nt liis country home ln the interest.of the
University of AMrginia, nnd secured a
donation of a hundrod thousand d llars
for tlio Gsiabllshmenl of an ngrtc'ulttiral
department. Spcaking of that vlslt to
Dr. ,T. ,T, Terrlll. nn Intlmnte frlond of
Mr. Mlller, Mr. Koan asked nt what col¬
lego ho was educ.'itort. Tho rep-ly wns.
"He hover snw the Inslde of a college."
Mr. Koan oxelnlmed, "A'ou nstonlsb liio:
why, sirl lio' Is the best Informeil man T
ever met."

Quiet Life at Home.
Somo twenty years before hls doatli Mr.

Miller rctired to hls f.irni, flvo nillos from
Lynchburg, whero lio spent tlie remnlndor
of hls llfo In tiulct, rnrely vlsltlng tho

:lty, .and dividlng hls tlmo between hls
j rroHpondcjic'e, hls/f*»rni and hls library
)f well selected books and in the sooiely
nf ii few chosen friends. He conductcd
lls extensivo buslness operatlons through
igents scattered through the Unlted
.ta't.s nnd forelgn lands. He made lo a

"rlend thls remnrkablt statement: "I
nover lost n dollar by an agent." Thnt
rnct speaks volumes for hls buslness
ludgment and hls facully of reading tlie
Miaracters of men. It wus that faculty
ivhlch contrlbuted so \nuch to tlio won-

Jerful success of Napoleon Bonnpartc.
"When General HunSor made hls un~

iiiccessful dasli for I.yncliburg lils sol-
llers treated Mr. Mlller very roughly.
1'hey ransackod his houso for money and
illi'er vnluables. They found a bnrrel of
Krcnch brandy and drank Treoly. This
nade- thom moro rude' nnd violent thnn
icfore. They broke up cbnirs nnd sofas
n search of hiddeii \reasures. Ono of
hem took tbe old niiin's avtlflcial tteth
or the sake of the gold plate. Another
lointed n. gun at hlm, threatening to
<hoot If he did not reveol tlm hldlng
>laco of his bonds.- Mr. Miller barcd his,
hreast, saylng, "Slioot then. I am nn

)ld man, und you ennnot rnb me of many
..ears of llfe." The follow was about to
iboot, when one of his comrndes knocked
ip tho gun, ahd then tiie drunkon fellow
uriied his gun on lils fellow-soldler, but
Mr. Miller knocked lt up. and the load
ront Into the wall. The soldlors found
i packago of bonds whlcli had beoyovor-
ooked'liy tlie owner, nnd carried them
>rf; but nll of them were recovered after
ho war.
Mr. Mlller never mnrried. lt ls sald

.bnt ho hud one lovo nffnlr, but Mic

..oimg lndy rejocted hlm with scorn, and
le nover "mnde another- utlempt.

His Work of Charity.
Mr. Miller performod many churitable

ic.ts in u riuiot wuyi Whenever bc heard
if a enso of sJeknoBS or wunt nmong
lio poor of thn nolghborhood, he would
Hnnd money to the doctor, reauostlng
lini to sny nothing about it, but to lot
lim Know If more wns neoded, Ho wns

ilways dlscrlniinatlng lu lils charltlos,
it helng hls rule not to lielp thq,«e who
vnuld not. try tn help tbemselvos.
Hls nmblliou was to bo a beiicl'netnr

o tbe liumtm race. Iu enrly bo.vhood
ic dreamed of founcllng n great sohool

for the oducatidii of orplians nnd other
dcsorving poor chlldi-cn. This idea novor
left hlm. II. wns for thls be lollcd aml
accumulatcd through many weary years.
and right nobly did ho cui-ry out the plan
fonnod In hls years of poverty nnd ob-
scurtty. ln hls wlll he mndo ltbernl be-
fiuests to all who had a clnlm on him by
l-eason of tlos of blood or friendshlp,. nnd
left tho bulk of hls fortuno of two mil¬
lion dollars for public purposcs. Tn the
city of Lynchburg lio left twenty thou¬
sand dollars and thc ground for tho
Millor Parki which ls now tho favorito
resort for the people of Lyhchbuxjh,. find
the goal of plcnlc excurslons from' siir-
roundlng cltlcs. Ho set apnrt u boau-
tirnl slte for tlie Femnle Orphan Asyltim,
for Whlch hc left nn ample endowmont.
Tho bulk of his fortuno hc left for thc
foundlng of a mnnnal Inbor scliool In
hls natlve county, nnd In Ihe. iioigh¬
borhood where hc was born, thus rcallz-
ing the drearn of hls chlldhood.

The Miller School.
The Mlller School Is beau'tlfully sltu-

ated on an omlnence commandlng a

nuigiiificent vlaw of thc surroundtng
country. On ono sldo mny hc seen the
Bluo Itidgo mountnins, and on the other
the Ragged mountnins. Tlie buildlngs are

nmplo and imposlng. and the splendld
lawn In front and the woll-kepl grounds
enlianco tlic heauty of n Inndscnpe thnt
can hardly be equalled in tlie Stnto.
Tho farm on whloh tho school Is lo-

catod contnlns flftecu liundred aorns in
ono body, a part of whlch Is cultlvated,
about sevonty-flve. ncrcH belng lisoO ns

a vogotublo garden. Much nf the lund
Is In grass for the pastlirngn of ri flno
herd of flfty cows. There aro also ex-

tenslve orehards. both nn this farm nnd
on another of tlireo hundrod acres three
mlles dlstunt. Tlie farms, buildlngs,
shops and oqltlpnionts nre vnluerl at moro
than soven hundrod thousand dollars.
aml tlio annual income is seventy-flvo
thousand. Tho school wns oponod In Oo-
fober, 1S7S, with twonty-ono puplls,
Captaln Charles 13. Vnwtor was choscn
as Its lioad, a positlon whlch he held
untll hls doatli lnst Ootob'or. No bc.ttcr
Kolqclion could liuve been mnde. Captnln
Arawtor was ndnilrnbly flttod to\ liis
tnsk. Ho hnd been ri. gallant offleer in
tho Confederate nrmy, and hnd subse-
quenlly taught nt Emory aud Henry
College, Ho was a man of brond viows
and thnrougli culturo, nnd pnssossoil nf
flno executlvo nbllltles. Under hls wiso
inrigngomont tlie school rtipldly devolnpod
aud grow in publlo favor. Thn iiuuilior of
students Is now Iwo liundred nild flfty.
nnd mnny npplieaiits hnve been turneil
off for want nf room; The course of,
Instriictlon Includos ull tlml is einhriiocil
In Ihe usual collego currlculum. and bci-
sides tliorough meelianical und physleal
trainlng, Moro than n lliousiind grndu-
ntos hnvo gono fortli from this school,
nud they hnvo experienoed nn dlftlculiy
lu fiiiillng liictrntlvo und honni^iblo em-

plnyment, und us a rule thoy have ne-

fiultled themsolvos wlth credlt to thom-
solve.s nnd lo thelr Alma Matcr,

Lynchburg Orphau Asyltim.
Tho Lynchburg Female Orpbau Asy-

luin is loealPd on onn of thn bllls thut
overlonk tho clty, ntlcl ls siirrouutled by
weli-kopt grounds. Tlio oiulQWiiient: i«
thren hundrod and forty thousand rlnl.
lai-R. JSighly-flvo nrplnin glrls nre now

l-ecolvlng shullnr, food, ciolhlng iu»jd in¬
striictlon wlthln its walls, 'I'liey nro
not only felvou a good education lirHho
usual bronches, bul aro taught cooklng,.
tlress-nialilng nnd othor liouschold ifiHIes
to fit thom for usefulnesH lu after llfo.
Tlie. Asyluin Is nianagiid by u Hoard of
TruHtees, and Pr, 0, lt. Lewls has buou
from tlio beglunlng llm Hiiperintondent
und physlclan of the InsllliUlnn.

A\'ln> can loll the iiiuounl nf good tlmt
HniTiuot Mlller hns donn und is stlll do¬
lng by tho wiso uso uf his iiionoy?
Throughout coming gcneratlous, thnii-
siinds of inoii nnd women wlll rlse up
to call hlm blessed. Hy hls own rc<|Uosl,
his ninrtnl remnlns roiioso In Ihe grnunds
of tlie Orphnn Asyluin, und n ImilUsQIHB
shufl innrks liis lasl rcstlng plnco. i\a
neeils no inonuinciil to keop greuit. his
liuunory In (ho lionrts nf thoso whoso
Uvos bo has. brlglitcned by hls pi'lnci'-ly
genei-osity.

-«...

A Perfect Match.
'I'he I'crtrnlt P.ilmer iiu ,|«»|iillr)Tr"-MaU4in.
11,1,1 li |i|ii)oa»lblo <" pweuro btil;>i-» Him. will

aiatch your c.<i.ulnlti> i.ii»lr»|ou,'*- ,.Tho Sllli'l- lwllli.,,11 i'Mo'vi-i '\\xll. Im-li.
I.«t draw thc nitulniMi lo-ilny, aml whun I
r,.,.- 1,,-xi tlme I'M hi'hm »u>n> "t mv cutuw
lor yau."--4*Ij>*>lOMH'a MagiWsJlitt

Plea For Arbor Day.
PROF. R. H. HUDNALL, of the V. P. I., in Tcch.

With the comlng of April Iho Interest

of all should be contcrotl upon Arbor day
nmi Itit prnper obscrvniiro. ll Is a. sl;:-
iilfli'iini faet lhat nearl.v evory State !n
lhe l'nion has Its ntlllltnl Arbor Dny!
Odtiiilly slgnlflcant tn.., ls tho other faet
thnt. the day doea nni. us n. rule, rotolvo
lhe rei'ognltloii It dcservedly morlts. Aa
pnti-lpltc nnd nltvo to seutimiint ns V.lr-
(4I11I11 ls, Arbor Day does not Boom tn

appeai very .t'rongly ln her penple.
There is a Vltnl cotllt.ctlotl between

Arbor Dny und the schools. The
nwakened llltnrcst to-dny in populnr uil-
ucntlon, and the speclal eiiiphusls plnced
iipnn lutltire-study, inukos thls relation,
nll tlm more renl nlul Intportnnt.
The behutifylng nf school-grounds by

the plnnting nf trevH ls onu of the chler
nbjeets ot the School 1 inprovenienl
I_oilgUes thnt. have lieen nrgiinl/.erl unil'-r
tbe Insplratlon ,.of the Virginia Copp-
orntlvc Eduentloii Association. Furtln-r
more, the Oxerclsos of Arbor Dny nnd
nctiinl pat'lic-pntioh in the iilanttng ot'
trees nn Bcliool-grounds , and collego
camptises have 110 doubt glvon to mnny
11 student hls flrst lovo for nnturc-study
both In nnd out ot tlm school-rnom.

All the schools and collogos should
properly respoct lhe day and oelobrate
it ln nn appropriato wny. V
Tho value of a. proper obsorvanca of

Arbor Day from year to year In crcnllng
or slrengtheulug Interest In God's great
Vout-of-doors" ennnot bo ovor cstl-
mntcd.

"Planl Trees" was lhe mot to of tho
hrte J. Sterllng Morton, .Secretary of Ag-I
rloultiire, nnd. thoso words, were Invarla-
bly printed upon hls letter hatds. The
Prosldent uf tlie Ainorlean Forestry
ASBOcutlon went 11 step I'nrtbor lhe. other
dny when lie sfold in a strlklng address:
"Every day should bo nn Arbor Day."
Tlie spirit of thls reniurk may well iiml

oxpresslon In our dally obaervntion and
study nf tho trees nrotlild and nbout us.
Aparl now from their oconomlc valuo

and-general usefu'InesB, they ure worthy
nf study because of their artistle bciiuty
nnd stlggostlvencss; and thls appllcs not
only to tho Irlmmcd trees nbout pnrksunii pnlt'ices, but to th. nrdinary ones nt
our very dooi'S. Obscryc thom thought-
fnlly and sympaihetieully, nnd.':-hold
the '-Creator's skill nnd power! I.iTok nt

thom nt. dlfrorent limcB of the dny and
nt dlfferont sensons of tho yenr. The
nutumiiul tfiltiset rcvcals thoir benuly in
the viiMegated l.ttV-S) then wlnter rend-
ors tho briinches hiimblo wlth londs nl!
leo or kiiow; nnd spring nnd siimiupr
brlng them beforo un ln th__ttttlt_ of full
dress.

It Is n pnrt nf our cdiicallonal work to
Inculeate a iove for the Irccs. To see
and study some of tbe notcd olics around
which hlstorlcal nssoelntlons olu'st.r
serves often to Intenslfy interest ln
others, Wliness tho noblo old Wash-
Ington Elm in Cambrldge where tho
"Father of hls Country" took charge of
the Amerlcnn forces un tlie Ifcl of July,
17715. Its Ibraiices now briiccd wlth Iron
rods speak eloquenlly of tlio doslro to
prblong its llfo. Yonder in lifstnrio
Wittcnborg stlll stn.nds th.. Duther Oak
made fitmous by tho grent Knfonncr 'who
kliidled n flro nt Its bfiKo and fed tlie
llanies wlth the papal bull. Tho slRlit
ol' lhat tree is Insplratlonul ludeed, aiul
deopons lhe Interest ln Iteforrhatloti
History.
Great artlsts have transferred tiie

bnu.ii.ty, Ktnee aml symnieai.- oj trees tn
canviis. Tho artistic croatlons ot tha
mnstcrs In landscape palntjng, as 'Tiir¬
ner, Clninlr I.orralno, Cofot, Ruisdael
or Itobbetna, chnrm the beholder und
sftrvo often io engpndor a new lovo fo.
tho troes nf mother-earth,
The great wrlters, too.tlie pbets ln plir-

tlculur.havo rovellod in the trees, and
drawn Insplratlon from them. Thorcau
wus chnrmed wlth lifc in hls humbtc hut
nn VValdeii Pond. Bryant waa "aye'.
sticltlng in a tree" nbout hls rural home..
To iSlinksrjenro there were "tongii.es ln1

trues" tind to Wordswortii' a volce' to'
whlcli he gave a listenlng enr, Sir,
¦Walter beautilled hls estate nt Abbot's-
ford wlth mngiilflcent trees. Hla de-,
votlon tu thom led hlm to doslro thnt
tboBo of his own planttng might mlnlster)
to tho pleusuro and well'aro of others.
So Dr. Holtnos in a strlklng sentence

In one of his letters wrote: "Whon w.e
plnnt a treee we nre dolng what wo can
to mako our planet a moro wholesomo
and happler dwolllng-pluce for thps.
wlio eamo nfler us If not for ourselves.''
It Is woll to love tlie trees every day

nnd as often ns posslble to "plant trees."
R. .11. HOTNAL'1,,1

At the State Normal.
(Speclal to The Tlmos-Dlspatch.)

STATE NOKMAT. SCHOOL, FARM-
VTLLE. VA.. April. 7..The Board of
Trustoes of tlie Stale Normal School mol
lu the offlco of President Jarman, Thurs.
dny, March 29. Those presont were: Hon.
Robert Turnbull, presldciit, Lnwronoo-
vllle; Hon. ,1'olin. J'uckson,. yleo-presl-
dont. Richmond; Mr.";!. D. Kgglestou,
supcrlnlendent of public -instructlon,
Richmond: .Mr. .1. S,, AVure, Berryvlllu;
Hoir. C. IT. Wiilker. Heathvlllev Prof.
G. A\\ AValkor, .Blncksburg; Mr, C. AV.
Robertson, Xewport News; Mr. J. II.
Ilargraves Cliuthnm; Dr. AV. 13. An-
derson, FnrmviHe! Hon. H. C. T. Rich-
mnnd. Roanoke; Mr. ,J. M. Hart, Roan¬
oke; and Mr. T. S. Wllson, News Ferry.
The Bulldlng Commlttee wns instrueted
ui com'ploto the ihulldings now belng con-
st'riiotod. Dr. J. F. Messongpf was elect¬
ed a permanent member of the faculty.
Tho reslgn.-ulon of Miss A'lrginln Rey-
nolds was nccoptod by tlio Board.
On Friday evening. March 2S, In tho

uuditoHuni. an Immonsu audleuco wel-
comed "The Splnstors' Return." from
Alnska. and tho Klondike. where Ihey liud
gono in senrch of adventtiro and pos¬
slble, ellgiblo, susceptiblo mon, to suve

them froni Impending splnisterhood,
Many of them, Il nppoars, succeeded iu
thelr citiost, nnd In thls re-unlon of "Tho
Young Ladies' Slnglo Blossodnoss Dc-
bntlng Society," they cxclianged cxperl-
oncos, proudly telling of ebnquost and
prosporlty, or sadly rolntlng mortlfying
fiilluro In thelr mlsslon. Thelr "cntchos"
repn-sented every tyle of man from "tlie
ponr Indlan wlth vintutorod mlnd" tn
the deeiiyod.urlsfoo.rncy count, Tlielr
gnwns were stlll more various and won-
,1, rl'ul. tho fiiniillnr faces nnd flgures nf
tbe senlors nnd some tlio traiulng school
children belng- senreely roepgnlzaiblo
when udornod by speclniens or Klondlko,
millincry and dros.smnklng,' gorgoous,
grole-i|ue, imtiquo, ahsui',1. As fun-
miikers, llio characlcrs uf tbe play aro

uusuriiusHoil; by thelr eoml'o snngs, In-
genlous hurlosqilo orcliostra, amuslng or
pnthoilc experioncos aud clevor "hlts,"
thoy kepi tlielr dollghtod hoarors lu con-
slunt Iniiglitod.

Ity Hpccinl riKiuust, the Benlprs ropoatod
"Tho Splnlstor'fl. Itctuin" uud Monilay
evening, April 2. Tlio two orforiHiihccs
added a very gratit'yliig nmount, Indocd,
lo iho ireasiiry nf llio Aunual Stnl'f.
As a deBorveil rowtird for good work,

Ihe school- was glvon a surpriso bollday
on Monday, April 2nd, A stprrn of ap-
plauso exprcssetl tlio HUirtout'n npproela-
llon of thls unoxptxituil ploasi.ro. Mnny
of tho glrls spent tho day ln Ihc sunslilne
nnd swoct, soft. nir nf spring. Tho af-
ternonn of tho great dny was iniirkod
hy Iho illni.'ix hi llio series nf games In
tbe Imskol hall contest.
Al half-pn'st four, th,, "Green" and tlio

"Whlles" mol for tlic ilc-lslvc eneountor,
Tlure wns scnrooly n person lu tlie largo
ciowd o'f speciiiiors wlio dld not enrry
a li.-innor. or give ntlior niiproprlute slgns
of pnrllnnshlp. Tliougli nll wns oxcltciuoni.
Ili,< I'lielldliosl splrlt prevnlled among both
iho contestnnts ihotnsolves nnd tlielr ar-
,1,-nt cliiimploiis ln th,, great giill,-r,v. Tbo
result wus a score of Pl to 8 In favor
of thp "Greon," who, by thls vlctory.
becamo tbe oliumplon teum for IflOtl und
won the Ilrst plnco in tho Annuiil.
ALL KA RMWILl.K IIK.VHH Ti l R

("iiltLS' IUMOICING.
Tho lusi mutch gunio of this season

was played hy tho "Whlles" and tlic
"l.avcndei's" un Tuesday to docido who
would be eutltled to second place In the
Aunual. Tlie "Whlles'' wou by n score
of 5 to 2. Tho record nf the games
now stunds as follows. tlic "Grcons"
havo won four gnnies out of five; thc
"Whltos," thre^ games out of five; iiutl
tlio "l.nvoiplers," one giinie out of five.
TllO linis-up of the wlnulng leiuns Is as

follows: tho "di-cotiH," Ihe eliiiinplnns,
Bleptoe Cuntplioll, eaplatn, ,-enlor; Vir¬
ginia Tlnsley aud Hiisnii Htonc. foiwards;
Vi-i-glo Nunii and Hutb Red. gunnla: tho
Pavis, cchteiy Gracc Wnllon, cnptaln.
and Kllsmhcth Vorsor, rorwnrds: l-Ilo.i-
nor Wiatl and l.oi-kcli Wttlton, guurd*.
Though iiineh good work luus been don,-
MIsk Virginia Tlli*|oy nuisl lio monilonci
for espcilally brllllnni- playlng llirotlgl):
out thc ,i,ntesl.
Miss .Miirle l.oulso Wliillng <-<»nii llui!"«t

.i iiiosi bxcellptu paper nn Hanilcl tti
Ihe I'riuoe U.dwni',1 Teacliers' Assnol.i-
llnii. which nioi In FnrmviHe, "l t1"-'
hich school, Saturday, Marcli 3(1.
Mr. j. I. .larniiin yjHlted liielirnmiil

dining lii" week.
iir. .1. F. .MiMsengcr went t" Hnrrie.on-

Iluirg Thursday to take part ln an edu-
cntional meeting by maklng an address
on "Economy ln Kducntlon."
Mlss Eiigenie Wambersle, of Orangu,

spent Bovoral days of the past weok wlth
her slster, Mlss Annle Wnmbersle.
Mr. Thomns J. King, of Roanoko,

called Wedosduy to see hls slster, Miss
Annle HCtng.
Miss Mlnnlo Baylon, of Chllhowie, wasi*

the guest of Miss Josie Kelly for u day
or two early ln the week.
)' -.-

Learning to Do By Doing.
One of the most uniquo catalogues we;

havo over rocoived Is that of Oread Inst-
itute. Its school ot ngrlculture, manu-
fae.turoB and commerce ut Oread post*
ol'ficc, Baltlnioro county, Maryland, ap-
penrs from thls book to be nn amazlng-
ly Interestlng Instltutlon. It haa over

.1,000 ncres ol' land. Includtng many dlffer¬
ont farnis, ihomestpads and mnnor.
houses. A wholo ninnufncturing villnge
hns boen leased, In whlch to conduct the
maklng of a lino of food prcparatlons
from tlio grainn nnd othor cropa pro-.1
du.od. Tho studonts nro to llve In
groups in tho dlfferont fnrm houses, and
are lo couduct thoir own housekeeplng.
About luilL' their tlme wlll be dcvoted

to practlcnl work on the farm, In thej
factory or ln tbe commercial .work, and
tlie otiier hnlf to lecturea, recltatlons andj
study.
Another slngular foature ls that the'i

term bogina May .1 and tbe courso is con-

thiuouis for two years, the va.attpnjj
comlng In wlnter, From ii soclologicnl
standpoint, thls effort Is also tntercsting
beeauso It ls lo be a self-govorning ropub-
lie. An Inrior and outor belt of olectrlc
rallways aro projectcd to connect differ-
ent p'arts of tlie ostate, nJid also to con-,
lioiit wlth tlio trblley llnes to atljacent
cit-tos.
Tho Frontls'ptoco of tho calnlogue ia a

jiilghty attractlvo plcturo ln color of the
fnll dress unlforni of tho Orcnd gunrdB,
oopled from the offlciul unlform of tho'
coiitluontnl iirniy 130 years ngo. Tho (
Institutloii Is under the prestdeney ot
Honry D. Perky, who gives suhdlui;?/
ships in It for ench Stnto, Ore.nd'a
school of dom.stla sclenoo at -Worcho..-
ter, Mnss., has long beon a siieceasful
Instltutlon for young women andHhis-
larger dovolopmorit in Maryland for
young liieu wlll lio wntchod wlth deep
Interest.

ACETYLINE GAS.

Old Bruton Church and Grounds
to Be Illuminated By It.

(Special to Tho Tinics _lspntch.)
WIl.MAMSIUritG, VA., Aprll 7. -The

llom. Acetyleno Gns Cninpuiiy, of hynoh-
D.urt;', II. UiiiIioIh |n chargo, Is installlng
neeiyleiio gna ln Bruton Church, the
qhtirnh pnrlsli house, nnd rootory wlll
he lllumlnateil by thls gas, und sovcral
hunps wlll he phlcod ln the Rrounds.
Tlio Dlstrlot Conforoiice of tho Metho¬

dlst Churoh wlll b«- held lu this clty
on Juno Mlli, About ono hundred dele-
gutes wlll ho present. Prof. R. M. Oraw-
fortl, aml Messrs. Areher Brooks and
Charles Gilffln littvo been ohoson deie-
gates from Wlllhuiisburg. M. F. Morrls,
,). |\ .Slmniison nnd Artlnir Parsley are
lillernates.
Mr. C. I.. DoGroot, nf Tnrnntu, whn hna

spent llio wlnlor with Dr. King. left i\
few days ngo to vlslt Rov, W. J. King,
ut lils home at Oe.irflel.l.
Mr. T. i'. Muipby, Who has been niilla

Klek, has nluinst entlrely recovered.
Mlss llcssie l.nnib Is vlBltlng frionl*

in Rlohrnond,
Genornl McKay hn_ spent tho past two

weeks at the hnme of IiIb duughter, Mm.
W. .)¦ Murpl.y.
Mlss Ida llenU" |* visitlng friendu

in iivenslxiri), N. O.
\liw. l'. |' Poeblea and son, nf Nor¬

folk. spent the early part of tbe week
,n tho hnme nf M'rs. W. II, Uralth-
wuite.

.Miss Alico Mnnr.i Is vls'lling Mlss Vlr-
igllllH i;r.ilihwnite.

Reflections of a Bachelor;
Kverybody'H hcitl would ha WM with t.ra.ln«

:. ih. v were nn u*a tu hlm.
|.;iihe'r it l-.ii't liot eiimiKli in tl"-' cold »ea»on

iv r.okl PlWtlgll hi th- n.ui.i »._,,.>ii.
., i'.kiii (prlllg Iiiiiich I.-ikUt l>iotn;nU nf a

li-liiim rqi|; 1" a ii'.nn.n «f .i Winnt.
\ i,l.¦(> ihliii; uVuiit IMnr li> thn su.urt'H '»

li iiev.r Mrcina hur.l io. dln .wh.ii >uur turo
:oinri.-.Nnv .ikPri-.i*.


